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Why AAPC is Better (in my book) than AARP
I wasn’t big on being a member of AARP.  My kids signed me up when I turned 50, just so they could see the look on my face when the card came in the mail and it became official.  I was a card-carrying, discount-scrounging, curmudgeon.  Little did they know, that mostly what I did with that card was hide it and refuse to act my age.  That’s about the time I decided to make a life-changing move to St. Louis and leave my safe little nest in the rolling Arkansas Ozarks.  Talk about changing your life!  I did it with a bang.  

It didn’t come as a shock to me.  I always thought of myself as a risk taker.  At the time it didn’t even register on my scale of really big deals.  I just wanted to be closer to my kids, who had both moved to the “big city”.  I think it really came into focus just recently when I was reading an article in, of all things, the AARP Magazine. It was titled “50 Reasons to Love Being 50+”.  Now, granted I wasn’t sure anyone could come up with that many reasons, even though I knew there had to be quite a few. 

For those of you who are too young to get a subscription, I’ll quote just some of those reasons listed by the writers, to love your life after 50.  They claim you are more compassionate, you are better at crossword puzzles, the most embarrassing thing you’re ever going to do is probably something you’ve already done, you experienced the Beatles, and if Keith Richards can get to 60 there is hope for all of us.  Happiness no longer seems like an unobtainable goal, it can reside in a superb cup of coffee (or in my case, tea). The adults of 50+ are powerful, making up 41% of American adults, 80% of congress, and by 2011 the American adult population over 50 will surpass 100 trillion.  They also say that older adults realize that if you wake up in the morning, can get vertical and your kids are healthy that’s 90% of being happy. 

The last two reasons I’ll quote are what brought me to share this AARP article with you.  Reason #11 on the list was “Because you have the guts to change careers”.  I didn’t realize what a risk it was at that age to move to a new city without first finding a job.  In today’s economy, it might possibly have been a disaster.  I came here full of confidence because I was a Medical Coder!  I knew I had a marketable skill that someone in St. Louis would need.  And I was right.  The knowledge that I had, and everything I was willing to learn in the future helped me to find and keep a great job and a rewarding career.  Being a good coder can take you places!

Reason #50 is perhaps my favorite.  “Because AFTER 50 you know who your friends are.  It’s no mystery at this point. Your old friends are the ones who don’t desert you, who share a beer or a tear when life is dark, who make you laugh. (Your new friends do the same; they just haven’t been on the job as long.) Harvard professor Daniel Gilbert, Ph.D., who studies happiness, says we tend to tighten our circle of friends as we age—to focus on those who make us happy now. Yet the squabbling Simon and Garfunkel model of friendship—my “partner in arguments,” Simon once called his musical other half—should not be tossed aside like Oscar flinging dirty socks at an exasperated Felix. We need the people who fight with us but will also fight for us. Friendship is like shares in a growing company: the investment isn’t easy, but the dividends enrich our lives.”  - Ken Budd

This is how I see us as members of the AAPC.  Some of us are old friends, tried and true, help-you-through-the-night kind of friends. Others are new acquaintances, but we come together each month for a common purpose: to learn all that we can to be the best we can be!  And all of us, though we may not always agree, know that our careers, our educational opportunities and our interest in the betterment of the medical community is worth fighting for. The investment of our time isn’t always easy, but the dividends will enrich our lives!    We hope to see you down the road in one of our chapters this year!
Barbara Fontaine, CPC

2013 Vice Chair of the AAPC Chapter Association 
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WELCOME NEW (INSERT NAME HERE) CHAPTER MEMBERS!!!

(Refer to your member list on the AAPC website.  List your new AAPC and new chapter members here.)

Please welcome our newest AAPC and (INSERT CHAPTER NAME) Local Chapter members!   We are glad to have you as a part the AAPC and our chapter:  
For information about our chapter, please contact Member Development Officer (INSERT NAME HERE) at (INSERT CONTACT INFO) or any chapter officer.    


MAY CHAPTER MEETING INFO!

Mark your calendar now and join us on INSERT MEETING DATE, TIME AND LOCATION HERE, for our chapter meeting.  (Let your members know if you will celebrate MayMAYnia in a special way here)
(Provide information on the speaker and the educational material being presented.) 

Please plan on joining us for fun, food, networking and incredible education!

If your chapter requests:

Send your RSVP to (insert name and contact info here) no later than (insert date and time due) 

If your chapter does not have a May meeting, delete or make this focus on whenever your next meeting is. (But if you are missing MayMAYnia, you are really missing out!!)


LIST ANY JOB OPENINGS OR JOBS WANTED HERE



LIST ANY UPCOMING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES HERE
·  Boot camps?  Review Classes for CPC Certification – What’s going on in your area??
Do you have a local conference planned???  Advertise it!


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RECENTLY CERTIFIED MEMBERS!!!!

Our chapter congratulates the following recently certified members:

(Refer to your member list on the AAPC website and post your newly certified members here.  List only those not previously listed in past newsletters.) 
WELL DONE CERTIFIED CODERS!!!



APRIL CHAPTER MEETING SUMMARY
PROVIDE A BREIF SUMMARY OF YOUR LAST MEETING.  CAN INCLUDE NUMBER OF ATTENDEES, VISITORS, FIRST TIME MEMBERS, MEMBERS NOT SEEN IN SEVERAL MONTHS.

PROVIDE A BREIF DESCRIPTION OF THE EDUCATION – LET THOSE WHO DID NOT ATTEND SEE WHAT THEY ARE MISSING!

Thank any members who helped make the meeting possible – securing the speaker, providing refreshments, etc. 

If your chapter did not have an April meeting, make this summarize whenever your last meeting was.



Donations, Donations, Donations!

Our local chapters really outdid themselves with end of the year giving to the Hardship Scholarship Fund and Project AAPC!  Through your generosity, you are changing lives in our own community and throughout the nation!  It is never too late - Donations are ALWAYS accepted!  
· Donate to the Hardship Scholarship Fund

· Donate to Project AAPC – American Red Cross and Feeding America – please note which charity you wish the funds to go to

Questions?  Contact the Local Chapter Team at 800-626-2633 option 7.

 
Thank you!
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barbara.fontaine@aapcca.org  
Officers, this can be used as a networking tool for chapter meetings, if desired.  You may have the members email and/or bring the answers to your chapter meeting.  All responses could be eligible for a drawing, if you have prizes available.  Answers will also be provided in the next newsletter but if you need these prior to the next issue, please email me (Barbara Fontaine) at address above.

APRIL CODING CHALLENGE ANSWERS
Match the Member to the Service

Can you correctly match the member to the area of association?

Area of Association


Member Name
AAPC Staff




Kathy Burke
AAPCCA Board
AAPCCA Board 



Julie Chicoine
Legal Advisory
Legal Advisory Committee

Nancy Clark
National Advisory
National Advisory Board

Cindy Cox

National Advisory

Wendy Grant
AAPCCA Board






Marti Johnson
AAPC Staff






Melanie Mestas
AAPC Staff






Michael Miscoe
Legal Advisory


Positive Thought for MAY
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